62      THE MEMOIRS OF THE BARON DE MARBOT
general officers of the Army of Italy were of the same sort as brave General Macard; far from it. It included a great number of men distinguished for their education and their manners, but at this period it still contained several commanders who, as I have just said, were out of place in the tipper ranks of the army. They were gradually eliminated.
The 1st Hussars took part in all the combats which at this time were fought in Piedmont, and went near to lose considerably  in  its  encounters   with   the Austrian  heavy cavalry.    After several marches and counter-marches and a succession of small affairs almost every day, General Cham-pionnet, having brought up the centre and the left of his army between  Guneo and Mondovi on  the   10th Nivose, attacked several divisions  of the  enemy.    The  fight  took place in a plain intersected with low hills and clumps of wood.    The 1st Hussars  attached  to  General  Beaumont's brigade were placed at the extreme right of the French army. As you are aware, the number of soldiers and officers comprising a squadron is fixed by the regulations.    Our regiment, having suffered in the preceding affairs, could only put three squadrons in line that day instead of four; but there remained some thirty men as supernumeraries, among them five non-commissioned officers, including myself and the brothers Pertelay.    We were formed in two sections, commanded by the brave and intelligent Pertelay junior.    General Beaumont, who knew his capacity, directed him to* scout on the right flank of the army, giving him no special instruction, but orders to act as seemed best under the circumstances.    We therefore left the regiment and went to search the country. Meanwhile a brisk combat took place between the two forces. After an hour we were falling back on our main body without having met  anything   on  the  flank,  when  Pertelay  perceived in face of us, and consequently on the extreme left of the enemy's line, a battery of eight pieces, whose fire was doing much execution in the French ranks.   With unpardonable imprudence this Austrian battery, with a view of getting better aim, had been brought up to a little plateau seven or ©iglife ku&dred paces in advance of the infantry division tozzle of a pistol to his ear, and he had to doe gale
